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Dear Colleagues, 
 
As minority chair of the House Children & Youth Committee, I want to keep you in the loop 
regarding the work of the committee. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me or my staff if we 
can be of assistance.  

FYI (for members only) - The House Children & Youth Committee’s SharePoint site is frequently 
updated with helpful information regarding the committee. On the SharePoint site one can view: 
bill analyses, testimony from public and information hearings, documents related to voting 
meetings, letters of support and opposition to legislation, and all past Children & Youth monthly 
newsletters. In addition, check out the ‘News’ section of the SharePoint site that includes 
interesting articles relating to the work of the committee.  

  
 

COMMITTEE NEWS RECAP 
  

 

 
 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=11233f68-4eb80649-112315b9-86ea443be490-fcd5278027549605&q=1&e=b1097d0b-181e-4608-b4fc-45d2d1c22563&u=http%3A%2F%2Fenews.pahouse.net%2Fq%2FaLbT16hfy_s3piSuJA4vQmsrKbvU4hQKH2pCUe63oeJNqiWeC8DVtoj9iRkQ


 
  

December 13th Informational Meeting on Trauma Informed Care and Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 

 
 
  

I would like to thank majority Chair Sheryl Delozier for permitting me the opportunity to offer this 
topic and allowing me to assemble the majority of the panel of speakers.  
 
The Committee held an informational meeting on Trauma Informed Care and Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs). A panel of expert testifiers discussed issues including the 
impact of trauma on a child’s physical and mental health, ACEs screening, the Trauma Informed 
PA plan, state policies related to trauma in children and how such policies exacerbate or 
ameliorate trauma as it pertains to children in the child welfare system, among other issues.  
 
Participants in this meeting included: 
 

• The Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
o Daniel R. Taylor, D.O., FAAP, FACOP 

▪ Board member, PA Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics  
▪ Associate professor at Drexel University College of Medicine  
▪ Director of Community Pediatrics and Child Advocacy at St. Christopher’s 

Hospital for Children  
Dr. Taylor’s remarks highlighted the effects of poverty and the impacts of trauma on a child and 
how it’s an equitable financial issue. He noted that trauma informed policy is urgent along with 
investing in evidence based programs and screening for ACEs in a thoughtful, trauma informed 
and racially equitable way.  
 

• The Office of Advocacy and Reform, Office of Governor Tom Wolf (OAR) 
o Daniel Jurman, DMin 

▪ Executive Director  
Dr. Jurman noted the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic continues posing on children’s 
mental health. He stated that this new reality had only increased their concerns about ACEs and 
children’s mental health and has added more urgency to their efforts. Currently, OAR is 
planning the Universal Healing Strategy event for 2022 which will help equip teachers, 
pediatricians, and parents with  ACEs information and resources to help the children in their 
orbits t recover from ehat’s happening around them and to them. 
 

• The United Way of Pennsylvania  
o Kristen Rotz 

▪ President of United Way PA 
o Beth Tomlinson  

▪ Senior Director of Education, United Way of Greater Lehigh Valley 
▪ Co-founder of Resilient PA  

According to the testifiers, the United Way of PA functions with a community trauma informed 
perspective, and as an organization, they look to champion resilient families. During their 
remarks, they explained that when it comes to trauma if they work intentionally and make the 
correct investments, the trajectory could be bent in a positive direction. One of their main efforts 



is to continue supporting children and families in their communities. For this reason, this year 
they launched a statewide grassroots coalition called Resilient PA. Resilient PA strives to foster 
resilient Pennsylvania youth, families, and communities through promoting trauma informed 
care and systems across sectors as well as encouraging efforts to reduce risks factors and 
increase protective factors for youth and families to break the cycles of family and community 
trauma. 
 

• Child Welfare Consultant  
o Paul DiLorenzo 

▪ National Child Welfare Consultant  
▪ Senior Fellow for the Child Welfare League of America 

During Mr. DiLorenzo’s remarks, he noted that because most who enter the child welfare 
system are disproportionally poor and children of color, they carry the weight of community 
trauma even before social workers meet them. He explained that the most critical issue children 
face is that social workers are meeting families at their crisis point, which is often, already too 
late. Current practices of the child welfare system are based mostly on coercion and unrealistic 
expectations and this reinforces parental resistance and increases the level of shame in these 
families. The system fails to consistently recognize the intergenerational nature of the issues 
facing families and how many of the parents now with children in the system were “yesterday’s 
children.” Finally, Mr. DiLorenzo emphasized the need to build and individualized a responsive 
service delivery system that minimizes trauma.  
 

• Gemma Services 
o Sarah Kline, LCSW 

▪ Vice President of Residential Services  
Ms. Kline’s remarks highlighted the positive impacts of residential treatment. Residential 
treatment can prevent adverse experiences and heal the ones already experienced and stop the 
cycle of generational trauma by teaching children and their families how to heal when given the 
tools, resources, and freedom to do the work they have been charged with doing. According to 
her remarks, Gemma Services utilizes the “Gemma Model of Trauma Recovery Resilience” 
which emphasizes safety, fairness, bullying prevention, family involvement, and assessing and 
responding to a youth’s difficult behaviors within the context of their traumatic experiences. This 
model is based on principals defined by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC)-
Kaiser ACEs study.  
 
This was a very insightful informational meeting. I would like to thank Chair Delozier for this 
opportunity and to all the presenters for their participation and remarks. Through our collective 
efforts my goal is to craft policy that is trauma informed to best meet the needs of the children in 
the child welfare system.  
 
You can watch a full recording of the informational meeting here.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://pahouse.com/DeLissio/ACES


National Child Centered Divorce Awareness Month- January   
  

 

  
 

Historically divorces are often contemplated after the first of the year.  
 

For decades, the research about children and divorce has indicated that children report 
that news of their parents pending and subsequent divorce made a lasting impression on them, 
even into adulthood.  Most parents want to prevent emotional and psychological damage to their 
children during and after divorce, but they do not know how to do so. Divorce is the number one 
stressor for adults, second only to the death of a loved one.  So, it is not surprising that 
divorcing parents find it difficult to be their best selves for the sake of their children.  

 
Research has found that due to the stress of divorce during and after, parents’ ability to 

effectively parent their children is diminished. Research also indicates that the number one 
predictor of children’s maladjustment during and after divorce is the level of conflict between 
their parents.  When parents are unable to model an amicable relationship with each other, are 
angry with each other, and engaged in the “battle” of divorce, their children are caught in the 
middle, drawn into taking sides, and they suffer. Children do not have the capability to deal with 
such adult situations and lack the capacity to process the overwhelming emotions that arise in 
“win-lose” divorce.  
 

Collaborative Divorce is one practice that has been developed to help parents learn how 
to work together rather than fight against each other. Parents learn through collaborative divorce 
how to keep their children in the center rather than in the middle of their divorce. They learn that 
it is crucial that their children feel safe and secure to love both parents. Collaborative Divorce 
professional teams include a Child Specialist, who is the voice of the child.  Research indicates 
that, when children have a voice in their parents’ divorce process, talking with a professional 
who listens to them and educates them about this difficult family reorganization that they are 
experiencing, the children are better adjusted, the parents are better adjusted, and the parents’ 
agreements are more durable. This is a win-win for parents and most importantly for their 
children. 
  
 
 

  

 
 



POLICY POINT 
  

 
  
  

  

  

BILLS & RESOLUTIONS CURRENTLY IN THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

H.B. 193: COVID-19 Childcare Assistance – Rep. Liz Hanbidge 
  
H.B. 194: COVID-19 Childcare Assistance – Rep. Liz Hanbidge 
  
H.B. 369: COVID-19: Support for Frontline Workers – Rep. Austin Davis 
  
H.B. 628: Student Loan Forgiveness for Child Welfare Workers – Rep. Tarah Toohil 
 
H.B. 631: Keys to Independence for Foster Youth Age 16-21 – Rep. Tarah Toohil 
 
H.B. 1155: Exempts public preschool recreation programs from the requirement to be 
certified by the Department of Human Services as child care facilities by specifically 
excluding such programs from the definition of child day care center. – Rep. Barry 
Jozwiak 
  
H.B. 1687: Autism Screening for Children Aged 18 Months to 4 Years  – Rep. Brian 
Smith 
  

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=193
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=194
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=369
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=628
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=631
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1155
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1155
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1155
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20210&cosponId=35726


H.B. 1731: Establishes the Pennsylvania Advisory Committee on Greater Father 
Involvement   – Rep. Lori A. Mizgorski 
  
H.B. 1769: Adding Nurses to County Children & Youth Agency Staff – Rep. Karen 
Boback 
  
HB 1843: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. 
Christopher B. Quinn  
  
HB 1844: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. Craig T. 
Staats  
  
HB 1845: Protecting Children in Foster Care/Adoption - Grace Packer – Rep. Craig T. 
Staats 
  
HB 1863: Updating Definition in Child Protective Services Law - Rep. Sheryl M. Delozier  
  
HB1866: Helping Older Foster Youth Find Permanency- Rep. Karen Boback 
HB2174: Revisiting Entry into ARD as Basis for Founded Child Abuse Report- Rep. 
Abby Major 
 
H.R. 126: Recognizing the Impact of Childhood Emotional Abuse – Rep. Brian Kirkland 

H.R. 133: Recognizing the Harmful Effects of Adverse Childhood Experiences  – Rep. 

Stephen  Kinsey 

 

 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

  

 
  
Each month, I spotlight members of the Children & Youth Committee so you can get to know 
them better. This month we chatted with State Rep. Melissa Shusterman- D, 
Chester/Montgomery counties.  
 
Rep. Melissa Shusterman was elected to represent that 157th Legislative District on November 
6, 2018. This is her first term serving on the House Children & Youth Committee.  
 
Melissa is a fourth-generation resident of Chester County. Leaving upon graduating from 
Conestoga High School (Chester County), Melissa returned to the area to be near family. She 

https://legis-pahofr.msappproxy.net/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20210&cosponId=35902
https://legis-pahofr.msappproxy.net/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/showMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=H&SPick=20210&cosponId=35902
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1769
https://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1843
https://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1844
https://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1845
https://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1863
https://ldpc6.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1866
https://ldpcldpnet-pahofr.msappproxy.net/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2174
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0126
https://ldpcldpnet-pahofr.msappproxy.net/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0133


launched a digital video company and raised her son as a single mother. Since then, Melissa 
has successfully grown her business, working with organizations across Pennsylvania and the 
country, while residing in Schuylkill Township with her husband, Hans, and son, Paris. 
 
Melissa knows firsthand that as a single parent raising a child, you often must rely on others to 
help you. It is very important to Melissa that we financially help our child welfare system so 
single parents and low-income parents have the necessary support from the system. Of 
particular interest to Melissa is the need to support day care centers by providing funding, food 
for children at the centers, and a livable wage for day care employees. The pandemic has 
created an unusual circumstance for child care centers and it is more important now than ever 
to help foster a political will that puts children first.  
 
As a legislator, Melissa is committed to putting common sense before politics, believing it's time 
for ordinary citizens to have a voice in their government. Her priorities include bringing 
transparency to the role. She also plans to address Pennsylvania's infrastructure deficiencies, 
investing in our public schools, reaching across the aisle to end partisan gridlock, as well as 
strengthening protections for our environment. Melissa brings a strong sense of independence 
and gritty-work ethic to Harrisburg and uses the same skills that made her successful in 
business to proactively create change in the legislature. 
 

  

HAVE A QUESTION? 
 

  

If you have questions or would like to share ideas for the Children & Youth Committee, email 
our Committee Executive Director Camila Horst at chorst@pahouse.net  
 
Happy Holidays and I look forward to working with everyone in the new year. 
 
Yours truly, 
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